
basis, no matter how small those actions 
may seem.

Thirdly, the YEP is an extraordinary 
demonstration of knowledge-sharing. 
Their work has trespassed EU borders, 
fed into the global debate, given European 
value to international action and exported 
solidarity. 

Above all, behind these major outputs 
lie the youth engine and the role of 
education in shaping behavioural change. 
The integration of the third Youth Eco-
Parliament into our Congress proves our 
commitment in this respect. 

We sincerely hope that the results of this 
initiative, which you are invited to explore 
in the next few pages, will inspire you in 
your daily work and life. 

Bernard Hérodin

An engine for change
‘To initiate change, everybody has to do 
something or else it is not enough. We 
want to give an example for others so that 
they can take action too’.

The Youth Eco-Parliament’s (YEP) report 
for the environment, which was presented 
at the PRO EUROPE Congress on 16 
May 2008, begins with this phrase. No 
better words could have explained why 
our commitment to sustainability is 
so crucial.

The YEP report is entitled Let’s change 
our daily habits!. It contains the 
conclusions from some 115 community 
projects on sustainable development 
conducted by young people across Europe 
and Canada. Handed over to UNESCO as 
a contribution to the Decade of Education 
for Sustainable Development (2005-2014), 
their reflections will feed into the United 
Nations’ final report. 

PRO EUROPE is convinced that a roadmap 
for sustainability will be impossible to 
follow without behavioural change. For 
many years, this premise has encouraged 
an internal debate over the incentives 
that are needed to truly change mindsets 
and to which green dot systems could 
contribute. 

Within this context, the promotion 
of education on sustainable 
development has become a priority 
for PRO EUROPE. And we are proud to 

acknowledge today that, as revealed by the 
YEP project, the young have many of the 
answers we are looking for.

Firstly, the young people have shown us the 
crucial role of participation. Between 
2007 and 2008, 3,500 students from ten 
European countries and Canada came 
up with creative ways to connect with 
each other and have a say on sustainable 
development. Their mobilisation of ideas 
across borders paid homage to 2008, 
European Year of Intercultural Dialogue. 

Secondly, we learnt the importance of 
going local from them, the significance 
of every individual action taken on a daily 
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About PRO EUROPE
PRO EUROPE (Packaging Recovery Organisation Europe) is the umbrella organisation for 
packaging and packaging waste recovery schemes that use the “Green Dot” trademark as a 
financing symbol. PRO EUROPE acts as the authoritative voice and common policy platform for 
its members, representing the interests of all “Green Dot” packaging recovery and recycling 
organisations. PRO EUROPE’s members span 25 Member States, 2 candidate countries (Turkey, 
Croatia), Norway, Iceland, Ukraine and Canada.

The members of PRO EUROPE wish to demonstrate that the recycling of used packaging is an 
important step on the path towards the sustainable development necessary to safeguard our 
planet for future generations. 

PRO EUROPE members are also committed to raising awareness of environmental citizenship. 
Within this context, PRO EUROPE set up the Youth Eco-Parliament, in partnership with the 
Réseau Ecole et Nature, an initiative that allows young people from different countries to share 
a common educational approach and take an active part in the current debate on environmental 
issues. 

For detailed information on PRO EUROPE please visit our homepage www.pro-e.org 
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In its third consecutive edition, the 
Youth Eco-Parliament (YEP) had a 

dedicated session at the PRO EUROPE 
Congress that took place in Prague on 
15 and 16 May. Besides participating at 
thematic roundtables and sharing their 
experiences with all the participants - 
politicians, industry representatives and 
journalists - the young presented their 
report Let’s change our daily habits!

Let’s change our daily habits! is the 
outcome of an educational program 
that relied on the participation of over 
3,500 students from Belgium, France, 
Germany, Czech Republic, Slovenia, 
Hungary, United Kingdom, Spain, 
Portugal and Canada. In the report, 
they put forward their reflections on 
the community projects they have led 
over the past school year to promote 
daily attitudes in favour of sustainable 
development.

During the PRO EUROPE Congress, the 
YEP report was submitted to Wataru 
Iwamoto, Director of Social Sciences, 
Research and Policy at UNESCO, as 
a contribution to the United Nations’ 
Decade of Education for Sustainable 
Development (2005-2014).

The YEP in Prague 

A three-pillar educational programme 
The YEP is an environmental education program driven by three main 
elements:

• A website (www.eyep.info) where young people’s projects about environmental 
education are shown and exchanges take place through discussion forums or 
chats

• A collective writing programme built up throughout the school year with 
participants across Europe and beyond, accompanied by their teachers

• National and international meetings in which student delegates discuss their 
local environmental projects and present their collaborative efforts to adults

YEP Patrons 

Carole Bouquet, spokesperson of the association 
‘La Voix de l’Enfant’ (The Child’s Voice)

‘Environmental protection is one of the values upheld by 
The Child’s Voice. The appropriation of these causes and 
the building of respect towards the planet are essential 
for making children the responsible adults and citizens of 
tomorrow’.

Miroslav Ouzky, Chairman of 
the Environment Committee of the European 
Parliament

‘I particularly appreciate the fact that this report is the 
result of a pan-European cooperation between young 
people from different countries, who managed to set up 
a dialogue despite geographical distance and linguistic 
constraints. This type of cooperation is a challenge. We 
need to work together with joint responsibility and the 
way it has been done by the YEP is an example for us all’.

Wataru Iwamoto, Director of Social Sciences, 
Research and Policy at UNESCO 

‘Partnership and networking are key to the success of 
education for sustainability and the Youth Eco Parliament 
is exemplary in this respect’.

PRO EUROPE Congress 
Patron 
Stavros Dimas, 
Commissioner for 
Environment

‘While we must start making changes 

now, it is the future generations that 

will determine whether we succeed 

in stopping and correcting the 

environmental degradation we see 

today. I’m particularly pleased that 

the Youth Eco-Parliament, which PRO 

EUROPE has set up, is taking place in 

parallel with this Congress’.

Receiving the report, Mr. Iwamoto called 
upon the Congress participants to 
continue to listen to the young and to 
discuss the planet’s future with them.
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The YEP report
The YEP report is about young people sharing the results of their 115 community projects across ten European 
countries and Canada. 

The environmental, social, cultural and economic implications of their work are huge, they say. They also express 
their hope that their example will encourage behavioural change, helping to create a more ‘sustainable future in 
terms of environmental integrity, economical viability, and a fair 
society for present and future generations’.

Looking to the future
‘Essentially, what we are looking for is to expand and grow bigger. We want to reach more people and 
involve as many people as possible. Hence, we need even more companies and administrations to listen 
to us. Increased work coordination with NGOs, public authorities, institutions and organizations is vital 
and we ask you to increase your work on generalising environmental education for everyone and put 
a strong emphasis on this issue, since education and knowledge are the fundamental basis for achieving 
any of our objectives’. On behalf of the whole YEP team, Francisco, a Spanish YEP delegate, addressed this 
message to the Congress participants. 

The report at a glance
Through collective writing, a five-chapter report has been 
crafted, which is structured as follows:

Chapter 1: A positive vision to get started
The spirit for participation is led by motivation, inspiration 
and team work. Motivation is personal before becoming 
collective. A worldwide network of young people is needed 
to ‘start acting however small the action’.

Chapter 2: Scientific approach
It is important to understand the facts so that people acknowledge what actions can be taken. People need 
to become aware of the impact of their actions on the environment. Innovation can bring new solutions to 
environmental problems.

Chapter 3: Start acting now!
Motivation is the goal. Everybody can do something. Motivated friends can help to develop local actions. 
Networking is key: engaging with ‘people with power’ (mayors, company directors and journalists) is also 
crucial.

Chapter 4: Public awareness
To initiate change, everybody has a role to play. Setting an example for others is a way to encourage them to 
take actions as well. The media is a powerful tool to get the message across.

Chapter 5: Learning to transform
Education is also about young people teaching older generations. Learning does not only happen at school. 
Teaching methods include dialogue, team work and practical training.
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The YEP experience by participants
The young people participating in the 2007-2008 YEP project highly valued this 
experience, as illustrated by some of their reactions during the PRO EUROPE 
Congress in Prague: 

Francisco (Spain): ‘YEP is a huge step for the development and formation of a 
teenager. It enables one to see the world in which we are in from a higher level, 
discovering new ways of proceeding, thinking and communicating’.

Marina (Hungary): ‘It is so interesting when you are working together with 
students from other countries for a year via internet and then you are face to 
face with your mates’.

Clémence (France): ‘I have realised that many actions are possible even at 
a local level. We can for example put up (our project) Agenda 21 in our cities or in our schools and promote actions like 
recycling paper, organising organic lunches, sorting waste 
or anything else’.

Stijn (Belgium): ‘Thanks to the YEP, I am certain that we 
can really make a difference with these projects in our 
community or even in Europe. This is because some of my 
teachers, the management of the school and the people 
at YEP really listened to us’.

Hannah (UK): ’And if everyone started up one little 
project that maybe involved a couple of their friends 
recycling every week or their school saving up for some 
solar panels, imagine how quickly all those little efforts 
would join together to eventually have a huge impact on 
the rest of the planet!’

Filip (Slovenia): ’Communicating with others is very 
important because one can do so little in comparison 
with a group. Mainly we learned that our projects must 
not go in vain and must be carried on by others to make 
long-term projects and with this achieve a sustainable 
development’

Hannah (Germany): ‘No doubt changing daily habits 
requires vision, motivation, perseverance, getting together 
to share our experiences and methods, being creative and 
getting the most amount of communication possible.  We 
noticed that long-term projects get much better results in 
terms of switching off the lights, sorting the waste, raising 
people’s awareness about the way they travel, consume, 
and eat’

The YEP notebook
The YEP notebook, which was submitted to UNESCO together with 
the comprehensive report, compiles abstracts from many of the youth 
projects, like the ones you find below:

Spain. Ecoboost is a campaign aimed at ‘educating’ the educational 
community to reduce paper consumption, to collect it separately and 
to recycle it. 

Portugal. Cork’s evaluation is a project that tries to involve regional 
restaurants and hotels in the collection of used corks. The corks would 
be kept by the school until sold to a cork transformation factory.

Hungary. Through their project Saving energy in schools, the young are 
encouraged to measure on the heating and lighting systems, look into the 
costs and propose recommendations for more efficient consumption.

Slovenia. How many trees are there in our post boxes? deals with printed 
commercial materials in the post boxes. The project wants to show that 
printed commercial matters entail an ecological danger and that cutting 
down on the use of paper can save a huge amount of trees.

UK. Imagine in our planet! consists of three projects: a competition 
for a bin design for the school, setting up a mobile phone and printer 
cartridge recycling box and launching a website that, inspired by ‘Ebay’, 
allows students to swap or put CDs and books up for sale.

Germany. Cleaning our urban environment is a clean-up project carried 
out in Cologne every year. Schools participate along with other 
organisations.

Over to UNESCO
When the Decade of Education for Sustainable Development comes to an end in 2014, UNESCO will produce 
a 10-year report on the project entitled ‘Education in the Spirit of Sustainable Development’. The YEP report, 
now in the hands of the UNESCO representatives, will be included in the chapter that deals with Europe and 
North America.  

The YEP’s findings and conclusions will also be quoted in the UNESCO mid-term report, to be published in 
September 2009. 

Contacts Youth Eco-Parliament
Have your say!

Isabelle Lunel
EcoEmballages
Tel: +33 1 40 89 86 80
Fax: +33 1 40 89 06 02
E-mail: isabelle.lunel@ecoemballages.fr
Web: www.eyep.info

Claire Bernardo
Réseau Ecole et Nature  
Tel: +33 467 592 342
Mobile: +33 615 644 864
E-mail: claire.bernardo@ecole-et-nature.org 
Web: www.eyep.info


