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PRO EUROPE rejects Hungarian Secretary of State, Zoltán 

Illés’ charges  
 

   Brussels, 18 May 2012 – PRO EUROPE, the organisation representing the systems for the collection, 
recycling and recovery of packaging waste in Europe, Canada and Israel, has written a letter to the 
Hungarian Secretary of State for Environmental Affairs, Zoltán Illés, to raise its concerns and rectify 
the misconception there may have been concerning PRO EUROPE’s views on the new Hungarian 
Product Charge law. 
 
As known, Hungarian Secretary of State, Zoltán Illés responsible for Environmental Affairs charged 
PRO EUROPE with stealing public funds after PRO EUROPE  and other 10 industry organisations 
representing the food, drink, packaging, tyre and e-waste sectors had turned to European 
Comission’s Secretary General, Catherine Day to begin infringement procedures against Hungary 
over the Hungarian Environmental Product Charge Law. 
 
In the letter PRO EUROPE outlines that Mr Zoltán Illés, Secretary of State for Environmental Affairs, 
was interviewed in the TV Programme Daily Topical, broadcasted in Echo TV on 23 March and in the 
radio programme 180 minutes broadcasted in Kossuth Radio on 27 March, he stated among other 
things, that PRO EUROPE had been ‘stealing billions [from Hungary] by pretending to be financing 
selective waste collection and pursuing recovery and recycling’ and that PRO EUROPE ‘has some 
members who have contributed to the stealing of public funds in Hungary’. Mr Illés also claimed that 
the system that was in place before the Environmental Product Charge Law was put in place was 
‘fraudulent’ and ‘aimed at stealing substantial funds from the state’.  
 
PRO EUROPE stressed in its letter that this allegation is firstly incorrect and does not stand up to 
factual scrutiny , it is misleading to stakeholders about our objectives and values that PRO EUROPE 
stands for and the benefits we help bring a sustainable environment and finally that it is offensive to 
both PRO EUROPE and ÖKO-Pannon, which have been contributing to a well-functioning and 
effective Extended Producer Responsibility (EPR) system in Hungary. 
 
Joachim Quoden, Managing Director of PRO EUROPE said “while we appreciate Mr Illés views on our 
observations following the introduction of the Environmental Product Charge Law – PRO EUROPE is 
fully transparent in its activities, information about the funding it receives and is subject to regular 
audits”.  
 
As the umbrella organisation for European packaging and packaging waste recovery and recycling 
schemes active for over 16 years, which mainly use the ‘Green Dot’ trademark as a financing symbol, 
PRO EUROPE is the general  licensor of the ‘Green Dot’ trademark and acts as the authoritative voice 
and common policy platform representing the interests of all packaging recovery and recycling 
organisations founded and run by or on behalf of obliged industry.  
 
Quoden further added that “a membership fee for the above services is applicable to all PRO EUROPE 
members, as outlined in our statutes and ÖKO-Pannon has legitimately and in full transparency paid 
its fee to PRO EUROPE for the services provided. Furthermore, in the context of the statements made 
by Mr Illés, the fees paid by ÖKO-Pannon to PRO EUROPE amounts to merely 8000 Euros per year and 
not billions.” 
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PRO EUROPE in its letter (dated mid April) called for a rectification and to date has still not received a 
response from the Hungarian Ministry. 

-Ends- 
 

 

For further information, please contact: 

Joachim Quoden 
Managing Director 
PRO EUROPE S.p.r.l. 
T: +49 171 201 70 55 
E: info@pro-europe.info 
W: www.pro-europe.info 
About PRO EUROPE 
 
About PRO EUROPE 
PRO EUROPE (PACKAGING RECOVERY ORGANISATION EUROPE), founded in 1995, is the umbrella 
organization for packaging and packaging waste recovery and recycling schemes which mainly use 
the "Green Dot" trademark as an identification symbol. In its primary role, PRO EUROPE is the 
general licensor of the "Green Dot" trademark. It also acts as the authoritative voice and common 
policy platform representing the interests of all packaging recovery and recycling organizations 
founded and run by or on behalf of obliged industry. 
 

 PRO EUROPE has 35 member organizations active in 35 countries in 2012 of which 27 use the 
Green Dot, financing and / or running the infrastructure for the collection, sorting and recycling 
of (mainly household) packaging waste 

 PRO EUROPE member organizations ensure access for over 400 million inhabitants to 
separate collection of used packaging 

 PRO EUROPE member organizations recover yearly about 33,300,000 tons of packaging  

 PRO EUROPE member organizations recycle yearly more than 3,300,000 tons of plastic 
packaging  

 PRO EUROPE member organizations run communication and education campaigns, support 
anti-litter campaigns and cleaning projects 
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