
 
 
 
 

 

         

European Commission study makes clear that the 

costs of an EU-wide metal can deposit system 

outweigh the benefits 

 

Brussels, 5 April 2012 - The final results of the Commission DG Environment’s project, carried out by 

Eunomia, on ‘Options and Feasibility of a European Refund System for Metal Beverage Cans’ were 

recently published. Eunomia has carried out a thorough and systematic methodological work in 

relation to the study, which makes several important findings.  

When it comes to the option of introducing a European-wide metal beverage can deposit system, 

PRO EUROPE recognises the key conclusion of the study that the costs of implementing such a 

system far exceed the environmental benefits, which points to the fact that it can be costly and 

impractical to require all Member States to establish a single, unilaterally applied deposit refund 

system. Also noteworthy is that none of the organisations (neither producer groups nor NGOs) that 

took part in Eunomia’s public consultation supported the option of introducing a European-wide 

deposit system. 

PRO EUROPE would like to reiterate some of the key issues raised in the study. For example, it makes 

clear that the cross-border movement of cans only appears to create significant issues in terms of 

handling when imported to, or into, a system with a deposit scheme. This is clearly linked the lack of 

interoperability between such schemes.  As outlined in the study, “problems arise mostly in cases 

where cans are privately imported from, or into, a country with a deposit refund scheme, and 

where the cans entering the country either bear no deposit, or where any deposit that has been 

paid cannot be refunded”. Countries without such systems can, on the other hand, treat privately 

imported cans in the same way as domestically purchased cans – thereby avoiding market 

disruptions and environmental damages. Yet, it should also be noted that the issue of lack of 

interoperability between deposit systems only applies to a small number of countries. As such, the 

problem is minor compared to the total quantity of material being handled as waste metal beverage 

packaging in the Member States.  

Joachim Quoden, Managing Director of PRO EUROPE outlined that the study makes several 

important findings. He also stressed that “ultimately, packaging waste management systems should 

evolve to become simpler for consumers. In Member States with developed and sophisticated 

curbside and container collection system for metal beverage packaging – consumers can easily sort 

their cans without any problems, irrespective of the source of the can.” 

A compilation of the best estimates of steel and aluminium beverage can recycling rates also 

demonstrates that producer responsibility systems can achieve equivalent recycling rates as deposit 

refund systems. Further it is made clear that the fees paid for metal can recycling under deposit 



 
 
 
 
systems are significantly higher than those paid to producer responsibility organisations. These are 

important points to put forward in the context of how to achieve the most cost-efficient waste 

management options.   

PRO EUROPE remains committed to a continued discussion on how to best achieve the most well 
functioning, economically and environmnetally sound waste management solutions.  
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About PRO EUROPE 
PRO EUROPE (PACKAGING RECOVERY ORGANISATION EUROPE), founded in 1995, is the umbrella 
organization for packaging and packaging waste recovery and recycling schemes which mainly use 
the "Green Dot" trademark as an identification symbol. In its primary role, PRO EUROPE is the 
general licensor of the "Green Dot" trademark. It also acts as the authoritative voice and common 
policy platform representing the interests of all packaging recovery and recycling organizations 
founded and run by or on behalf of obliged industry. 
 

 PRO EUROPE has 34 member organizations active in 34 countries in 2012 of which 27 use the 
Green Dot, financing and / or running the infrastructure for the collection, sorting and recycling 
of (mainly household) packaging waste 

 PRO EUROPE member organizations ensure access for over 400 million inhabitants to 
separate collection of used packaging 

 PRO EUROPE member organizations recover yearly about 33,300,000 tons of packaging  

 PRO EUROPE member organizations recycle yearly more than 3,300,000 tons of plastic 
packaging  

 PRO EUROPE member organizations run communication and education campaigns, support 
anti-litter campaigns and cleaning projects 
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