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PRO EUROPE welcomes European Commission’s 
study on ‘Use of Economic Instruments and Waste 

Management Performances’ 
 

Brussels, 31 May 2012 – In its study on the ‘Use of Economic Instruments (EIs) and Waste 

Management Performances’, BIO Intelligence Service (BIOIS) has carried out a critical examination of 

the relation between waste management in EU Member States and the use of EIs. Focusing on 

Charges for waste disposal and treatment (landfill / incineration taxes and fees), pay-as-you-throw 

(PAYT) schemes and extended producer responsibility (EPR) schemes for specific waste streams, the 

consultants find that a mix of EIs can make an important contribution to more sustainable waste 

management and making prevention, recycling and reuse more attractive.  

 

PRO EUROPE welcomes the Commission’s findings on the study, outlining that a mix of the above 

instruments ‘prove to be the most effective tools in shifting waste streams to more sustainable 

paths’, and that  they should be introduced more widely in EU Member States.  

 

As regards EPR schemes, PRO EUROPE agrees with BIOIS finding that enforcement of waste 

legislation, ‘sophisticated interaction between government and industry’ and sufficient resources are 

necessary for EPR schemes to function successfully. Also important to note, the study makes 

reference to stakeholder opinions that EPR schemes actively contribute to meeting EU recycling 

objectives and that they could constitute an important tool to obtain improved recycling and 

recovery rates. It is also outlined that it is important to involve all stakeholders and clarify their 

respective roles. As regards transparency, PRO EUROPE agrees that enhanced transparency would 

indeed contribute to the well functioning of Producer Responsibility Schemes (PRS) and that that 

enhanced data availability could make it possible to make improved and more detailed analyses. The 

study includes a comparison of the cost of the contributions made to EPR schemes compared to their 

recycling and recovery performance. PRO EUROPE would, however, in this context like to emphasise 

that a fully credible analysis of this kind would require full knowledge of the scope of the system, its 

targets (to better differentiate between materials) and cost structure.  

 

As regards the functioning of packaging EPR schemes in particular, the study finds that one single, 

producer led, scheme appears to be beneficial and stresses the importance of having close 
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cooperation between all the actors in the packaging / packaging waste chain. PRO EUROPE agrees 

that - to achieve the highest possible recycling rates for household packaging waste - it is beneficial 

to have a single, independent compliance scheme and that exchange of best practice is key. As 

regards BIOIS’s argumentation that it would be useful for schemes to increase their waste prevention 

activities, this is a topic that PRO EUROPE is working very actively on, for example with the 

organisaion of the recent Brussels high level seminar on ‘Waste Prevention in Practice’. PRO EUROPE 

is also very pleased to see that some of its members are referred to as ‘best practice’ examples in the 

field of packaging extended producer responsibility, being both inexpensive and with high value for 

money. 

 

Based on the findings of the study, three policy options and eight alternative policy options are 

identified by BIOIS for the Commission to consider. From these options, PRO EURPE would 

particularly like to highlight the second option ’Setting criteria / producing guidance for the design of 

producer responsibility schemes’, which highlights features of well performing PRS and welcomes 

further research on design features that may influence the success of EPR schemes. PRO EUROPE 

also agrees with the third policy option, ’to encourage the use of charging that ensures waste 

generators face incentives in line with the waste hierarchy’, as it is important that waste producers 

face incentives that enhances the likelihood that they reduce their waste generation.  

 

PRO EUROPE also welcomes some general principles that are outlined together with the policy 

options, to make sure that Member States are given some flexibility in the implementation of EIs, 

providing a clear policy framework for the waste sector and requiring better reporting by MS on 

waste in general, and EIs in particular. 

 

PRO EUROPE’s managing director, Joachim Quoden, has welcomed the Commission’s plan to make a 

more thorough assessment of EPR schemes as a follow up to the study, and outlined that ’PRO 

EUROPE remains committed to continue to take active part in the dialogue on the contribution of EPR 

systems to sound and resource efficient waste management’.  

 
-Ends- 

 

For further information, please contact: 

Joachim Quoden 
Managing Director 
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PRO EUROPE S.p.r.l. 
T: +49 171 201 70 55 
E: info@pro-europe.info 
W: www.pro-europe.info 
 
 
 
About PRO EUROPE 
PRO EUROPE (PACKAGING RECOVERY ORGANISATION EUROPE), founded in 1995, is the umbrella 
organization for packaging and packaging waste recovery and recycling schemes which mainly use 
the ‘Green Dot’ trademark as an identification symbol. In its primary role, PRO EUROPE is the general 
licensor of the ‘Green Dot’ trademark. It also acts as the authoritative voice and common policy 
platform representing the interests of all packaging recovery and recycling organizations founded 
and run by or on behalf of obliged industry. 
 

 PRO EUROPE has 35 member organizations active in 35 countries in 2012 of which 27 use the 
Green Dot, financing and / or running the infrastructure for the collection, sorting and recycling 
of (mainly household) packaging waste 

 PRO EUROPE member organizations ensure access for over 400 million inhabitants to 
separate collection of used packaging 

 PRO EUROPE member organizations recover yearly about 33,300,000 tons of packaging 

 PRO EUROPE member organizations recycle yearly more than 3,300,000 tons of plastic 
packaging 

 PRO EUROPE member organizations run communication and education campaigns, support 
anti-litter campaigns and cleaning projects 
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