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Editorial
Highlights in this issue:
Dear readers,
Welcome to our newly
revamped spring 2012 PRO
EUROPE newsletter!

which saw the participation of Kind regards,
among others William Neale,
Member of Environment
Commissioner Janez Potocnik’s
Thanks to the great
Cabinet.
contributions from our
Joachim Quoden
members you can, as usual, You can read more about the
Managing Director
learn about the inspiring seminar on page two.
initiatives by our members in I very much hope that you will PRO EUROPE
the national news section. enjoy reading our newest
The newsletter also gives you edition.
an overview of some
important EU developments,
such as the recent publication
of the results of the Eunomia
study, carried out for the
European Commission, on
deposits for metal beverage
cans, and some positive news
about PRO EUROPE
activities.
Regarding the latter, I was
particularly pleased to see
such high participation and
active discussions at our
recent Brussels seminar on
‘Waste Prevention in Practice’
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IN FOCUS
PRO EUROPE Waste Prevention Seminar

Luis Martins, President of PRO
EUROPE

Attendance was high at PRO
EUROPE’s Waste Prevention
Seminar held Thursday 1
March
in
Brussels.
Introductory remarks were
given by the President of
PRO EUROPE, Luis Martins.
The high level speakers
included Commission
representative William
Neale, (member of
Environment Commissioner
Potocnik’s Cabinet). Neale
gave an interesting
presentation on waste
prevention policy – stressing
that economic instruments are
effective but need to be used
in combination with other
tools. Following Mr. Neale,
several
industry
representatives gave
informative presentations,
followed by PRO EUROPE

member representatives
whom outlined measures they
are taking in the field of
prevention.

‘Overpackaging, a myth or
reality?’ and ‘Telling
consumers about packaging’
were the themes of the
afternoon session’s two
panel debates. Among the
pan e l is ts wer e J an e
Bickerstaffe, Director of
Incpen and JP Hannequart,

Director of ACR+. PRO
EUROPE’s Managing
Director, Joachim Quoden,
provided the concluding
remarks of the seminar,
stressing that while it is a
good sign that seminar
participants agree on the
direction in which we should
move, there are different
priorities and ideas on how
to get there. He also
stressed that enforcement is
key.

William Neale,
Member of the
Cabinet
of
Commissioner
Janez Potocnik

PRO EUROPE in fruitful discussion on
waste and recycling at the EEA
“THE EEA VISION IS TO
BECOME RECOGNISED
AS THE WORLD’S
LEADING BODY FOR
THE PROVISION OF
TIMELY, RELEVANT AND
ACCESSIBLE EUROPEAN
ENVIRONMENTAL
DATA, INFORMATION,
KNOWLEDGE AND
ASSESSMENTS.”
Quote from the EEA’s Annual
Management Plan 2012

In early February, Joachim
Quoden, managing director
of PRO EUROPE, and Johan
Goossens, Director Business
and Marketing at Fost Plus,
met with Lars Mortensen,
head of the European
Environment Agency’s (EEA)
Sustainable Consumption and
Production (SCP) and waste
group and project manager
Almut Reichel (SCP) in
Copenhagen. Mortensen
heads the group since 2006
and his wide ranging tasks
include providing analytical
inputs to the Commission’s
‘Roadmap to a Resource
Efficient Europe’, the review
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of the EU action plan on SCP
and various EU waste
directives.
The meeting provided a
good opportunity to discuss
challenges and opportunities
that lay ahead in Europe
when it comes to waste issues
and the various activities in
the fields of SCP, resources
and waste that the EEA work
programme, presented in
early January, includes.
Among other things, PRO
EUROPE welcomed the EEA’s
intentions in the field of SCP,
resource efficiency and
waste, such as supporting the

implementation of the
Roadmap to a Resource
Efficient Europe, continuing to
analyse the contribution of
the waste hierarchy to
resource efficiency and a
greener economy and its
work in the field of
developing
waste
management indicators. PRO
EUROPE also provided
information
on
its
longstanding experience
related to packaging waste
and resource management
and the work of its members.
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Update on PRO EUROPE position papers
In early 2012 PRO EUROPE
circulated its position paper
on competition, calling for the
clarification of market rules in
the packaging and
packaging
waste
management sector.
To be published on the PRO
EUROPE website, the paper
made recommendations for
the successful collection and
recycling of household waste
packaging

This paper will be made
public and circulated to
external stakeholders
following the publication of a
Commission study on
Economic Instruments and
Waste
Management
Performances- which will be
publicised in late March.
In addition, PRO EUROPE is
currently drafting a paper on
marine litter to be circulated
to the Commission and

relevant stakeholders.

“IT HAS BEEN PRO

This is particularly relevant
considering that marine litter
is increasingly high on the
Commission’s agenda- as
seen with the EU’s Marine
Strategy Framework
Directive (MSFD). The draft
paper is currently being
circulated for approval and
should be published shortly.

EUROPE’S LONG-HELD
BELIEF THAT THE
OPTIMUM SYSTEM TO
ACHIEVE THE HIGHEST
POSSIBLE RECYCLING
RATES FOR HOUSEHOLD
PACKAGING WASTE IS
BASED ON A SINGLE,
INDEPENDENT
COMPLIANCE SCHEME.”
Quote from PRO EUROPE’s
position paper on competition

EU POLICY DEVELOPMENTS
Update on recent key Commission reports
argued for an increased role
for
the
European
Environmental Agency (EEA).
The conclusions of the study
will be deliberated and
analysed by the Commission,
and should serve as a basis
for developing the right mix
of instruments in accordance
with the Resource Efficiency
Roadmap and the Thematic
Strategy on Waste
Bio Intelligence Service (a UK Prevention (published in
consultancy) carried out the 2005).
study (available here) and
Another study conducted by
found that 400,000 jobs Bio Intelligence Service was
could be created along with released in February this
an increase in the turnover of y e a r
on
essential
waste management and requirements (ER) (as outlined
recycling industries by €42bn in the Packaging and
a year. The study also Packaging Waste Directive,
PPWD). The study,
In January 2012 the
Commission launched a new
study on Implementing EU
Waste legislation for green
growth. According to the
report, ‘Implementing EU
Waste legislation for green
growth’ €72 billion could be
saved annually if EU waste
legislation was fully
implemented.
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‘Awareness and Exchange of
Best Practices on the
Implementation and
Enforcement of the Essential
Requirements for Packaging
a n d
P a c k a g i n g
Waste’ (available here)
follows a survey launched by
the Commission in 2009,
which found sizeable gaps
between Member states and
industry when it comes to
implementation of, and
compliance with, the ER.
According to the consultants,
there is a lack of formal
procedures to enforce and
implement ER. The study
outlines several barriers to
this, as well as potential
solutions .
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Costs of EU-wide metal can deposit system clearly
outweigh benefits, according to Eunomia study
“IMPLEMENTING
ANY EU-WIDE
MEASURE IN
RESPONSE TO WHAT
IS ESSENTIALLY A
LOCALISED
PROBLEM SEEMS
INAPPROPRIATE TO
ITS SCALE”.
Quote from the Eunomia
study

The Commission recently
published the long awaited
results of the project, carried
out by Eunomia, on ‘Options
and Feasibility of a European
Refund System for Metal
Beverage Cans’. The overall
aim was to assess whether
lack of harmonisation of
national packaging collection
systems in the EU negatively
impacts
environmentally
sound resource management,
by analysing six different
options, including an EU-wide
deposit refund system for
metal beverage cans.
The study showed that the
costs for setting up such a
system would significantly
exceed the environmental

benefits
and
that
“implementing any EU-wide
measure in response to what is
essentially a localised problem
[notably between Denmark
and
Germany]
seems
inappropriate to its scale”. The
consultants note that the
background of the problem is
not
linked
to
waste
management but it is the
differential in the excise
duties which Member States
apply to alcohol.

Government”.
PRO EUROPE is in the process
of drafting a press release
on the findings, which will be
circulated
to
relevant
stakeholders and published
on the PRO EUROPE website
shortly.
The EUNOMIA
available here.

study

is

Based on the findings made,
the consultants recommend
the Danish Government to
“continue to seek a solution to
the
bi-lateral
problems
identified with co-operation
from
the
German

End of waste criteria proposed for glass cullet
“THE END OF WASTE
CRITERIA SHOULD
PROVIDE A HIGH
LEVEL OF
ENVIRONMENTAL
PROTECTION
AND AN
ENVIRONMENTAL
AND ECONOMIC
BENEFIT”
Quote from the JRC’s
report on end of waste
criteria for glass

The Commission’s Joint
Research Centre (JRC) has
made recommendations
(here) on end of waste
criteria for glass. These
criteria only cover glass that
will be re-melted in glass
furnaces, and does not
include the use of glass cullet
in non-recycling, nonremelting operations. Main
types of end of waste
criteria include product
quality requirements,
r e quire me nt s in input
materials and treatment
processes. Among other
things, the JRC recommends
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that glass from mixed
municipal waste, health care
waste and hazardous waste
should not meet the criteria.
A vote of the Technical
Adaptation Committee (under
the Regulatory Procedure
with Scrutiny) on the critieria
is scheduled for 4 May in
with a view to agree on the
criteria for glass as well as
paper and copper.
Subsequently, the European
Parliament will be notified on
the measure and if no
comments are provided, the
regulation will be adopted
accordingly.

The JRC is currently in the
process of developing
technical proposals for end
of waste criteria for
biodegradable waste, which
are expected in the second
half of 2012. It is also
possible that technical studies
on waste derived fuel and
aggregates will start in the
second quarter of the year.
PRO EUROPE continues to be
active on this matter, for
example by taking part in
JRC workshops on different
criteria.
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PRO EUROPE MEMBERS’ NEWS
Sociedade Ponto Verde meets the targets set in its
licence, having sent more than 711,000 tonnes of
packaging waste for recycling
Sociedade Ponto Verde
(SPV) sent more than
711,000
tonnes
of
packaging
waste
for
recycling in 2011. In the year
in which it commemorated its
15th anniversary, the quantity
of used packaging sent for
recycling grew once again
and was 6% higher than in
2010.
Paper and cardboard, wood,
and plastic and metal
exceeded the specific targets
set in the licence. In absolute

terms, paper and cardboard
were recycled most in
Portugal (321,040 tonnes),
followed by glass (217,159
tonnes). 73,773 tonnes of
plastic (+13%), 50,313
tonnes of metal (steel and
aluminium) (+8%), 6,380
tonnes of beverage cartons
(+5%) and 42,538 tonnes of
wood (+6%) were taken
back.
In 2012 SPV wants to
continue the good results
achieved in the last 15 years

without slowing down the
growth in recycling. It is
counting on all its partners to
work towards a society
where recycling plays a
decisive role.
In order to achieve its goals,
SPV suggested a target of
70%
for
household
packaging waste in the
specifications submitted to
Agência
Portuguesa
do
Ambiente in July 2011.

Belgium: Start of Program ‘Quality 15-15’
Fost Plus invites the Belgian
intermunicipal authorities to
engage in a voluntary
initiative of improving the
quality of the PMD (PMD
packaging includes plastic
bottles and flasks, metal
packaging and drinks

cartons) and glass collecting;
the project ‘Quality 15-15’.
This project encourages the
intermunicipal authorities to
decrease residues in the
collected PMD below 15 %
and to reach a percentage
below 15 % of dirty bottle
bank sites. More than a
hundred representatives of
the intermunicipal authorities
attended the meetings
organised at the beginning
of this year by Fost Plus to
initiate the project. It was a
first opportunity to share
good practices of those who
already achieved
good
results. The intermunicipal
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authorities who accept the
challenge will be guided by
Fost Plus in their improvement
initiative. A balance will be
made at the end of 2012
and the inter-municipal
authorities that demonstrated
progress will have their
initiatives put forward.
This type of initiative, based
on the voluntary engagement
and the exchange of good
practices is fully in line with
the dynamism of publicprivate
partnership
advocated by Fost Plus;
dynamism which is without a
doubt one of the keys of the
success of the Belgian model.
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Recycling flash mob in Vienna
On a Saturday afternoon,
more than 200 people in
formal
evening
dress
suddenly assembled at St.
Stephen’s Square in the heart
of Vienna, formed a line of
couples and started a
polonaise walk. On their way
through the city center, the
flash mob caused quite a stir,
briefly blocking roads and
stopping traffic. The event
was directed by the leading
Austrian etiquette teacher
and dance instructor Thomas
Schäfer-Elmayer. Motto of
ARA’s flash mob: “Recycling
is a matter of good taste”.
Many spectators followed
the flash mob to the
Heldenplatz square, where
they witnessed an unusual
dance performance: just
when his students arrived,
Maestro
Schäfer-Elmayer
took the stage next to a row
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of recycling bins and gave
his magic command. Only this
time, it was not the
traditional ballroom phrase,
“Alles Walzer” (“everyone
waltz”),
but
“Alles
trennt” (“everyone separate
your waste”).
There was dancing, too, amid
the cheering crowd, the flash
mob
performed
an
impeccable Viennese waltz
to the music of Johann
Strauss’s Blue Danube Waltz.
Then
they
used
the
designated recycling bins to
gracefully dispose of the
bottles and cans they had
brought. The dancing couples
were joined by taxi drivers,
horse carriage drivers and a
few passers-by, which made
for a spectacular event. A
video of the flash mob is
available
at
www.youtube.com/user/
arasocial
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Eco-Emballages nationwide campaign
In order to remind the French
people to reach 75 %
recycling of household
packaging, Eco-Emballages
has launched another broad
information
and
communication campaign for
a full month (Dec. 2011). The

campaign included the TV
campaign already broadcast
in December 2010 and April
2011.This along with
the
radio campaign broadcasted
in April 2011, and a new
Web campaign via pops-up,
social networks, videos and a

dedicated
website
www.faiteslebien.fr (“do it
right”) and a sorting guide
mobile phone application.
The whole campaign was
supported by a free hotline
which has already been
active for a year.

KEY FIGURES
Good level of impact(76%)
Clear message about the recycling chain and the key role of the consumer-citizen (88%)
High level of agreement (87%). They like the messages (informative, inciting and increased in
value for the inhabitant sorter).
Through this campaign, people think Eco-Emballages is a company committed to sorting and
recycling 90%
More than 270 100 visits on the websites (www.faitselebien.fr & www.ecoemballages.fr
1 150 000 views of the video on youtube
56 000 downloads for « Good sorting Guide » Mobile phone application
More than 1 700 calls on the free phone number
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Mapping of the life cycle of packaging that became waste
Waste sorting and recycling
are generally considered
environmently
friendly
activities and one of the main
steps
to
sustainable
development. ENVI-PAK, as
the first and only in Slovakia,
calculated the effects of
collection and recycling of
packaging waste from the
citizens
of
Slovak
municipalities
on
the
environment. In cooperation
with the experts from the
Czech Republic – Ing. Marie
Tichá and Mr. Bohumil Černík,
ENVI-PAK worked out an
inventory analysis of the
impact of separate collection

Impact

of paper, plastic and glass
on the environment.
The objective of this study
was
to
describe
and
calculate
indicative
environmental
impacts
associated with the collection,
recovery and recycling of
paper, plastic and glass from
household waste to the phase
of replacement of primary
raw materials.

transport, secondary sorting,
recovery and recycling by
the authorized organization
ENVI-PAK:
All partners involved in the
system of the authorised
organisation
ENVI-PAK
significantly contribute to
reducing the production of
global
emissions
and
environmental protection.

Based on the collected data
and calculations the following
results for the year 2011
have been achieved via the
separate waste collection,

Paper

Plastics

Glass

Global
warming

kg CO2 eq.

- 27 224 090,18

- 11 638 863,44

- 6 731 348,00

- 8 853 878,73

Energy
savings

MJ

- 450 804 298,53

- 189 670 367,18

- 140 527 565,02

- 120 606 366,33
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New mixed plastics recycling record
2011 was a record year for
recycling of mixed plastic
packaging in Norway.
Plastic collection has
increased by 60 percent
over three years, and more
of the collected plastic can
be recycled.
26, 750 tonnes of mixed
plastic packaging were
collected from Norwegian
households in 2011.
It is great that a growing
number of municipalities
collect plastic packaging
from their residents and by
doing so, are contributing to
a better environment. By the
end of 2011 almost 85 % of
Norwegians had the
opportunity to sort and

deliver their used plastic
packaging through municipal
systems, says Managing
Director of Green Dot
Norway, Jaana Røine.

get from recycling plastic in
the last three years, says
Røine.

One study documents that
there is an environmental
saving of 2.7 kg of CO2 for
every kg of plastic returned.
Green Dot Norway’s figures
show that the volume of
plastic separated for use in
new plastic products has
increased considerably, from
58 % to 80 % of the plastic
packaging that is returned
for recycling. This means we
have nearly doubled the
environmental benefits we

Everyone
has
to
contr ibute
when
it
comes to recycling
mixed plastics.

New at the Appstore: The Green Dot iPhone App “Der
Grüne Punkt RecyclingScanner“
DSD created a new iPhone
App, the “RecyclingScanner”.
The main part of this App is a
scanner, which offers the
consumer the possibility to
scan the EAN-Code of
products and to get
information regarding the
packaging and the best way
to dispose of it in a
responsible manner. As a
special feature the App
calculates the CO2-savings
which can be generated by
the correct disposal and
recycling of the packaging.
Additionally the consumer
gets information regarding
different recycling issues at
the Info-Centre.
For participating in our App
our customers only have to
provide us with some data
by interface, so it is a very

attractive add-on to DSD´s
main services. Our first
partner was Kimberly Clark
with their brands and we
have already acquired a
few more customers to
participate in our App as
well.
We started with the App in
February with a main version,
which will be extended by
features like GPS-search of
glass disposal stations during
2012. In a couple of months
we are also planning an
Android-based solution.
The positive feedback of our
customers shows that we
created a useful add-on. If
you are interested in learning
more about this, don´t
hesitate to contact Heidi
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Liebe of DSD! You can find
our App here:
http://it unes.apple.co m/
app/recycling-scanner/
id496421536?mt=8
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61% rate of recycling within the system of ÖKOPannon
Thanks to the selective
collection and recovery of
323,000 tonnes of
packaging waste, the ÖKOPannon non-profit ltd.
achieved a 61% rate of
recycling last year. By
achieving this result, ÖKOPannon not only met the
environmental targets
imposed by the EU guidelines
for 2011, but has also
a l r e ad y f u lf i l le d t h e
requirements prescribed for
2012.
During last year, 3000
contractual partners of ÖKOP anno n e mit te d so me
522,000 tonnes of
packaging, out of which more
than 57% was recycled and

thus the obligatory rate of
recycling was exceeded. By
the end of 2011 the number
of residents involved in the
system for selective collection
of household waste was 6
million, while the amount of
the selectively collected
household packaging waste
was 58,000 tonnes.

based on the producer’s
responsibility was ceased.

As a consequence, the most
important aspect of the legal
change is represented by the
fact that it is no longer
possible to achieve the
obligatory recycling rates
prescribed to recyclable
waste via joining the system
In accordance with the Act on o f
a
coordinating
e n v i r o n m e n t a l p ro d u c t organisation.
charge, which came into
force on 1 January 2012, the
state nationalised the
operation of the system for
collection, recovery and
recycling of recyclable
waste. According to the new
legislation, the system for
waste recovery and recycling

The Restructuring of Household Waste Collection Markets in
Ireland
Whilst no decision or outcome
has been announced yet on
the altering of the household
waste collection market, it is
Repak’s belief that this
market will remain in private
operator’s hands. Mr. Phil
Hogan T.D. Minister for the
Environment, Community and
Local Government published
a consultation paper on June
1st 2011 seeking submissions
on the possibility of
introducing competitive
tendering by the respective
municipalities for the local
household waste collection
market. The review
investigated a position
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published in the program for
government to alter
operation of the waste
collection market for 1.6
million tonnes of household
waste, by introducing
competitive tendering. The
estimated value of the
household waste market is
between €300 – 400 million
per annum.
The Irish Waste Management
Association (IWMA) a
representative body for the
private waste operators
made a submission to the
Department on the 1st of
September.

According to this paper, with
the withdrawal of many local
authorities from this market
there are currently an
estimated 60 Private waste
companies operating in the
household waste collection
market in the Republic of
Ireland with many operating
in this area for over 10
years. It is estimated that
97% of household waste is
now in the hands of private
operators with the unlike
hood of local authorities ever
taking back this business due
to the high cost that would
have to be incurred to do so.
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From the Editor : More than half of last year's recycled
packaging waste came from Sekopak system
2011 was the second year of
implementing legal solutions
in packaging waste, and
construction of the primary
selection and fulfillment of
national
objectives
prescribed by the state to
10%. Industry in Serbia was
obliged to collect and
recycle 10% of the total
amounts placed on the
Serbian market. The Agency
for Environmental Protection
estimated that the total
market was more than
430,000 tonnes of
packaging waste- which
means that last year the state
goal was to recycle 43,000
tonnes of packaging waste.

In 2011 Sekopak collected
and delivered 22,500 tonnes
of packaging material for
recycling, which is more than
half of the state-rescribed
goal!
With 286 clients placing their
confidence in us these years,
and reaching our target, we
believe 2011 was a success.

minimum objectives for each
individual packaging
material have been
introduced.
Our clients assist in meeting
these goals regardless of the
material placed on the
market. Already in 2011,
Sekopak has tried to exceed
prescribed national targets
to prepare for the challenges
we face.
We use this
opportunity to thank all our
customers for their support
and all our partners. We
continue together for a clean
future.

The industry is facing
increasing quotas for the
required return on the market
and the recycling of
packaging waste, and facing
escalating penalties for
failing. In 2012 the overall
goal is 16%, but specific Rebeka Bozovic, Editor

Chart 1: Sekopak has collected
more than half of the stateprescribed national target in
2011
-collected amounts of other
operators together (grey)
- collected amounts of Sekopak
(green)

Chart 2 : Sekopak exceeded the
national target for 2011 by
3.9%
- prescribed goal for 2011 is
10% of the total licensed
amounts (green)
- Sekopak submitted on recycling
3.9% more than the prescribed
target (blue)
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THE NORTH AMERICAN CORNER
New industry-led initiative sets ambitious target to push
recycling forward in the United States
Stagnant residential recycling
rates in the US have
increased public sector and
industry focus on this issue.
Alcoa, with the assistance of
other firms and groups, is
taking action. Under the
banne r o f Act io n t o
Accelerate Recycling, nearly
80 corporate, trade group,
environmental
and
governmental leaders
recently met for two days
near Dallas to devise a plan
to boost recycling rates
across the USA by 20
percentage points within
three years (by 2015).

A
StewardEdge
representative participated
in the event and was
impressed by the ambitious
nature of the two-day
agenda. She summarized the
overall
philosophy
permeating the event as a
clear desire not to get stuck
on the details of how to
measure progress, but rather
to focus on accomplishing
something ‘big’.
Extended
producer
responsibility and mandatory
container deposit systems
were not included as options,
given that it was considered

unlikely these could be put in
place within the three year
timeframe.
Participants have been asked
to report back in 30 days to
support the development of
a master plan to achieve the
over-arching goal.
A number of highly creative
ideas were raised at the
meeting that, if implemented,
would help to support the
established goal. Whether
the energy and collaborative
spirit can be sustained
however, remains to be
determined.

WE VAL U E Y OU R INP UT !
Please continue to share with us any comments or suggestions on how to improve
this newsletter.
A story to share? Please send it to us and we will be happy to give it due
consideration for an upcoming issue of the newsletter.
More info at www.pro-e.org/or contact us at info@pro-europe.info
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