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Welcome to this second edition of PRO EUROPE Newsletter! We received
very positive feedback and interesting suggestions from many of you after
our first edition was circulated so let me start by thanking you for your contributions and interest!
In the following pages, you will find a few updates of interest in the EU Policy
developments sections and a number of interesting stories from our members.
One key feature of our In Focus section is the exclusive unveiling of the nowfinalised draft programme of PRO EUROPE Congress, Green Dot 2010: Green Economy in Action, which will take place in Brussels on 7-8 October 2010.
Enjoy the reading and do contribute to YOUR newsletter with feedback and stories!
Kind regards,
Joachim Quoden
Managing Director of PRO EUROPE

At a glance...
PRO EUROPE CONGRESS 2010:
draft programme finalized!

New
European
Commission
taking office on 10 February

The PRO EUROPE Congress Working
Group met again in Brussels at the
beginning of December to finalise the
programme of the next Congress
“Green Dot 2010: Green Economy in
Action”. (…)

José Manuel Barroso, President of the
European Commission, has finally
announced the portfolios
r e s po ns i b i li ti es f o r t h e n e x t
Commission. One of his guiding
principles to allocate the portfolios
has been to avoid that any returning
Commissioner receives the same
responsibilities as in the previous
legislature. (…)

(continued on page 2)

Pre-Congress Seminar
address EPR fundamentals

Contact us:
Email: info@pro-europe.info
www.pro-europe.info

to

PRO EUROPE’s bi-annual Congresses
have always triggered the interest of
our colleagues and business partners
beyond Europe. The overall
complexity of the regulatory
framework and overall waste
management philosophy in
Europe can sometimes be
overwhelming. (…)
(continued on page 3)

(continued on page 3)

Sorting
work

packaging

at

Will we soon be sorting our waste
with the same enthusiasm at work as
at home? This is what Fost Plus is
hoping. Shortly, Fost Plus will be
launching a project intended to
promote the selective collection
of packaging waste in
companies. (…)
(continued on page 4)
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IN FOCUS
PRO EUROPE CONGRESS 2010: draft programme finalized!

The PRO EUROPE Congress Working Group
met again in Brussels at the beginning of
December to finalise the programme of
the next Congress “Green Dot 2010: Green
Economy in Action”.
Composed of two keynote speeches, two
roundtable sessions and six more technical
workshops, the Congress will gather various stakeholders (ranging from EU decision
-makers, national and local authorities,
industry representatives from the whole
chain and civil society) and will address a
series of themes including:
The contribution of EU policies to put
and sustain Green Economy in action:
Looking into the current and future EU
policy and regulatory framework, and the

instruments available to further the objective of greening the economy. The interaction between legislative activity and
voluntary business initiatives will also be
looked into.
Packaging and other waste streams
management: Exploring natural resources
efficiency and recycling opportunities for
economic growth as well as the opportunities and challenges of innovative packaging design and materials.
Producer responsibility systems 20
years after their creation: Looking at
their contribution to greening the economy and sustainable growth, not only in
business terms but also with other forms
of contributions such as the promotion of
environmental education and citizenship.
Below is the draft programme in exclusivity!

DAY 1 – Thursday 7 October
Opening Session
09:30

Welcome speeches
Opening speeches

10:20
11h00

Keynote speech 1: Visions for a Green Economy
Coffee Break

11:30

Roundtable 1: Greening the Economy: strategic EU policies and mindset shift (provisional title)

12:30

Lunch and networking opportunities

14:00

Workshop 1: Emerging from the crisis: the
future of recycling

15:30

Coffee Break, networking opportunities

16:00

Workshop 3: Various waste streams: one-sizefits-all?

Workshop 2: Producer Responsibility: from
European to global standard?

Workshop 4: Are multi-stakeholder platforms
delivering?

DAY 2 – Friday 8 October
09:00

Workshop 5: Bridging the gap: Innovative
Packaging designs and efficient recycling

Workshop 6: Environmental education:
anyone listening?

10:30

Coffee Break, networking opportunities

11:00

Wrap up of the workshops by the moderator

11:10

Keynote speech 2: Business drivers of the Green Economy

11:55

Roundtable 2: Producer responsibility: its role in a Green Economy

12:55

Closing Session
Wrap up of the 2 days by the moderator
General conclusions by PRO EUROPE

More information will be available soon on www.proeurope-congress.com
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Pre-Congress Seminar to address EPR fundamentals
PRO EUROPE’s bi-annual Congresses have
always triggered the interest of our colleagues and business partners beyond
Europe. The overall complexity of the
regulatory framework and overall waste
management philosophy in Europe can
sometimes be overwhelming, even for
those of us who work immerged in this
system on a daily basis.
In order to help those of you who will be
joining the Congress make the best out of
it, PRO EUROPE has for the first time this
year decided to organise a pre-Congress 1day seminar with the objective to clarify
the fundamentals that will underpin all of
the Congress’s discussions: sustainability,
the principle of producer responsibility
and the functioning of EPR systems.

Key themes covered will include an overview of EPR in Europe, new developments
on EPR in North America, a number of
case studies on specific waste streams and
a discussion on lessons learnt and opportunities for international collaboration.
The seminar, ‘Packaging Waste in 2020:
cradle to cradle management’ is coorganised by PRO EUROPE and EUROPEN
and will be targeted to the wider packaging community with special attention to
participants from countries where EPR is
currently discussed or developing. It will
run the full day on 6 October.
More information and registration will
soon be available from both the PRO
EUROPE Congress and EUROPEN websites.

ISO International Packaging Standards ready by 2012
In order to harmonize
at a global level the
environmental impact
of packaging, new international environmental standards for
packaging will be set up by 2012. This has
been agreed at the last ISO meeting that
took place in Stockholm on 10-11 December.
At the meeting experts discussed the option that the new international standards

could be based on the existing CEN
(European) standards linked to the packaging and packaging waste Directive and
on the Asian guidelines for environmentally conscious packaging.
In order to achieve this goal a new subcommittee (SC4 Packaging and the Environment) has been set up and will be responsible to draft the new international
standards on recycling and recovery. Pro
Europe is a member of this working group.

EU POLICY DEVELOPMENTS
New European Commission taking office on 10 February
José Manuel Barroso, President of the
European Commission, has finally announced the portfolios responsibilities for
the next Commission. One of his guiding
principles to allocate the portfolios has
been to avoid that any returning Commissioner receives the same responsibilities
as in the previous legislature.
The following Commissioners have been
designated to portfolios relevant to our
activities:

• Janez Potocnik (Slovenia): Environment
• Antonio Tajani (Italy): Industry and Entrepreneurship
• Connie Hedegaard (Denmark): Climate
Action
• Michel Barnier (France): Internal Market
and Services
The current Research and Science Commissioner Janez Potocnik was named by
European Commission President José
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(Continued from page 3)

Janez Potočnik is macro-economist by
training. He earned a Ph.D. in general
equilibrium modelling at the Faculty of
Economics at the University of Ljubljana. Following a period as Senior Researcher at the Institute for Economic Research in Ljubljana (1988-1993), he became Director of the Institute of Macroeconomic Analysis and Development, still in Ljubljana.
From 2001 to 2002 he was Minister Councillor in the Slovenian Prime Minister’s Cabinet.
When Slovenia started the accession process to the European Union, he became head of the Negotiating Team
(1998-2004) before being appointed Minister for European
Affairs(2002-2004). In 2004 he joined the Commission and
became Commissioner for Science and Research.
As new Commissioner designate for the Environment, Mr.
Potočnik will soon be approached by PRO EUROPE to become the Patron of the 2010 PRO EUROPE Congress:
Green Dot 2010: Green Economy in Action.

Manuel Barroso as Commissioner Designate
for Environment. Meanwhile, climate
change policy will be removed from DG
Environment's remit and will be set up as
a separate DG, with Denmark's energy
minister Connie Hedegaard nominated as
its Commissioner.
In his new position Potocnik will also oversee the Copenhagen-based European Environment Agency.
As a pre-condition to be confirmed in their
function, the Commissioners-designate
underwent Parliament scrutiny in hearings
during which MEPs assessed whether the
candidates are knowledgeable and qualified enough for their respectively assigned
portfolios.
A final vote preceded by debate by the
Parliament is taking place on 9 February
to confirm the new Commission. The EU
executive will therefore officially take
office on 10 February for a new five-year
term.

Waste legislation: EC report shows poor implementation of
EU waste legislation in MS
European Commission released a report
showing EU waste legislation is poorly implemented and enforced in many countries.
The analysis is based on a report on the
implementation of seven other waste laws
during the period 2004-06, including directives on packaging, waste oils, sewage
sludge and hazardous waste.

As far as the Packaging & Packaging Waste
Directive is concerned, the report is more
positive than for the other waste streams
legislation. It states that the Directive has
been properly transposed by all Member
States and the overall level of its implementation is satisfactory.
You can access the report here

Biowaste: a possible legislative instrument by spring 2010?
In its response to the
question tabled by MEP
Perello Rodriguez (S&D,
ES) on 'Bio-waste' directive: slowness of preparations”, the Commission indicated its intention to finalize its review of the Impact
Assessment by the end of 2009.
The review is nevertheless still ongoing.
Depending on the outcome of this analytical review of the Impact Assessment, the
Commission will decide whether to follow
up with a simple Communication or a possible legislative instrument. A key question in this respect is whether such instru-

ment should integrate elements such as
separate collection, recycling/recovery
targets, quality standards for compost
etc…
In the event of a legislative instrument
being the chosen option, a Commission
proposal could be presented as early as
spring 2010.
The upcoming Spanish Presidency calendar
of activities already envisages to discuss
such possibility in Council in June 2010.
You can find both the original question
and the Commission ‘s answer on the EP
website.
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PRO EUROPE members’ news
Sorting packaging waste at work
Will we soon be sorting our waste with the same enthusiasm at work as at
home? This is what Fost Plus is hoping. Shortly, Fost Plus will be launching a
project intended to promote the selective collection of packaging waste in
companies. Via attractive communication tools and a financial incentive, Fost
Plus hopes to convince a large number of companies to get on board.
Fost Plus wishes to promote the selective
collection of household packaging waste,
at all times and everywhere, including in
the workplace, where, after all, we spend
much of our time. Many companies have
already taken great strides in this area,
but Fost Plus wants to give them an extra
incentive.
Communication tools
A launch pack containing communication
tools has been developed. These tools are
intended to educate staff about the selective sorting of PMD waste (Plastic bottles
and flasks, Metal packaging en Drink car-

tons). Posters and stickers will be displayed in cafeterias, meeting rooms and
coffee areas to remind staff of the importance of sorting.
The project also provides for a financial
contribution towards the cost of sorting
PMD waste. Fost Plus is currently in talks
with the Regions to establish whether or
not the project can be financed by way of
its contributing 0.5 euros per inhabitant to
the Regions.
For more info, please contact:
Johan Goossens

Recycling of plastic packaging material from separate
collection from the dual system Germany - current LCA
results compared to disposal in thermal waste incineration
plants
Due to the implementation of the European waste framework directive into German law it is discussed which contribution
waste incineration makes to resource protection and the reduction of greenhouse
gas emissions. A number of players question if it is still contemporary to adhere to
recycling as a priority.
A new study conducted by the Institut für
Energie- und Umweltforschung (IFEU) in
Heidelberg, Germany, compares today’s
recycling of plastic packaging material
waste from the separate collection of the
packaging recovery system in Germany
and the disposal in thermal waste incineration plants under ecological aspects.
The separate collection of packaging
waste material makes high quality recy-

cling possible. If this were to be abandoned and – hypothetically - this waste
stream would be disposed in thermal
waste incineration plants in Germany, significant drawbacks in the reduction of
greenhouse gas emissions and primary energy demand would arise. Further it could
be proved that there is still optimization
potential in the recycling market that has
been developed over the last two decades
in Germany by DSD. However, to max this
potential significantly depends on stable
political framework requirements. The
study underlines that recycling and high
quality energy recovery cause remarkable
savings of CO2-emissions and energy expenses.
For more info, please contact:
Ursula Denison

Next page: LCA–Results; Recycling “Status quo Infrastructure” compared with “Treatment in an
Incineration Plant, Average Standard in Germany”

PAGE 6

PRO EUROPE NEWSLETTER
Charts below: LCA–Results; Recycling “Status quo Infrastructure” compared with “Treatment in an
Incineration Plant, Average Standard in Germany”

Green house effect

Cee fossil

Cee = cumulated energy expenditure

1999-2009: 10 years working on prevention
Last September, Ecoembes submitted the
document 10 years working on prevention.
This publication includes Ecoembes experience on prevention together with the
most relevant achievements of companies
involved in Prevention Plans.
The document also explains the importance of addressing prevention through
the complete lifecycle of packaged products and shows that, in order to achieve
progress on prevention, the collaboration
of all actors involved is required, from
Public Authorities to consumers, manufacturers of raw materials, packers and distributors.
The Prevention Plans illustrate the environmental improvements carried out by
companies on their packaging. When you

look at over the past ten years, the improvement on prevention is evident; more
than 2,400 companies have participated in
the Plans (representing 90 % of packaging
licensed to Ecoembes) with more than
21,000 measures implemented. The improvement of recyclability will be one of
the new objectives of the new Plan 20092011. The document also describes the
different prevention tools available for
companies participating in the Plan, such
us: Benchmarking, Search Tool for Prevention Measures, Improving Recyclability,
Ecodesign, etc.
A English version of the document will
soon be available.
For more info, please contact:
Antonio Barron

Eco-Emballages launched “Eco Voisins” initiative at the
Local Authorities annual show
cales” (local authorities) in Paris. For this
occasion, Eco-Emballages, along with the
organisation Voisins Solidaires has
launched the “Eco-Voisins” initiative.

From 17th to 19th November was hold the
“Salon des Maires et des Collectivités Lo-

Voisins Solidaires is a national plan, which
aims at developing services between
neighbours that facilitate daily life. EcoEmballages has taken this opportunity to
launch the concept of “Eco-Voisins” to
promote the benefits of selective collection among one’s neighbours. The aim is
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(Continued from page 6)

to convince people unsure or unwilling to
sort of the benefits of recycling packaging
– especially in block apartments.
A network of voluntary
“Eco-Voisins” will be
hence set up. These
people will be given
tools (stickers, posters,
guidebooks...) prepared
by Eco-Emballages and
will become the reference in their building.
Their role will be to encourage the inhabitants to sort and to answer their questions.

average sorted quantity is 44.5 kg/
year.capita. So there is still some room
for improvement!
Voisins Solidaires was very enthusiastic to
participate in this project as it is a way to
reinforce social links among neighbours
while adding also a dimension of sustainability.
For more info, please contact:
Pascal Gislais

Eco-Emballages through this project hopes
to improve the performance of selective
collection in block apartments. Indeed,
the average sorted quantity in urban areas
is 29kg/year.capita whereas the national

Kidzania recycling model comes to Portugal
In October,
Sociedade
Ponto Verde
opened
its
recycling
centre
at
KidZania.
This made Portugal the first country with
a KidZania that has a space devoted to
recycling.
The recycling centre is divided into four
different areas – training, sorting, recycling and the recycling cycle. At the centre, children sort packaging waste by type
of material, just like at a real sorting station. There is a sorting belt from which
the “sorters” take packaging and put it in
the right bin.
At this facility, it is also possible to recycle paper and learn more about what to
put in the recycling drop-off containers
and about what packaging is turned into
after recycling.
But recycling does not only transform
waste into new products. Every time people separate used packaging and send it
for recycling, they are helping to save energy and reduce CO2 emissions, for example. This is the kind of message that the
SPV recycling centre is conveying, in line

with KidZania’s
goals of not only
offering all children a unique
experience but
also transmitting
educational values.
About KidZania
A group of entrepreneurs had the idea of
KidZania in Mexico City in 1999. After analysing children’s behaviour, they found
that what attracted them most were adult
activities. And so they opened the first
KidZania park, where children can be
what they’ve always dreamed of and play
at being adults in a scale-model city.
Mexico City KidZania currently receives
800,000 visitors a year. It has more than
60 business partners, leading brands at
national and international level, and its
success has led to expansion abroad.
There are now KidZania parks in Japan
and Indonesia, in addition to Mexico, and
it has partnership agreements with another 10 countries and seven openings
planned for the next two years.
For more information please contact
Mario Raposo or visit www.kidzania.pt
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PackFlow project group set to release 2012 report
PackFlow was initiated in 2004 as a stakeholder group comprising of material experts, government and packaging industry
representatives with the aim of providing
an overview of the steps that would need
to be taken in order to comply with EU
and UK targets for packaging waste recycling and recovery.
The PackFlow 2012 report has now been
released to update this work and aims to
map the flow of packaging materials into
the UK waste stream and predict future
recycling trends. It also projects the gap
between what is presently collected and
what will need to be recycled in future
years in order to identify any likely difficulties in achieving targets.
The key findings of the report are:
• The last four years have seen a steady
growth in the quantity of packaging
flowing onto the UK market, despite
the fact that all material streams have
been continually working toward the
light-weighting of individual packs
• Over the last four years UK packaging
recycling has increased from 50% to
between 60 and 62%. This is projected
to increase to between 68% and 72% by
2012

• Recycling of household consumer packaging now makes up almost 45% of the
total amount recycled in the UK and is
increasing more rapidly than commercial and industrial packaging recycling
rates
• Collections of household packaging are
now widely available throughout the
country and the greatest opportunities
for future increases lie in increasing
the capture rates from existing collection schemes rather than relying on
major new facilities
• The highest growth rate in future is
likely to be seen in away from home
collections
• If packaging recycling increases as predicted then this will be approximately
equivalent to an additional 1.1million
tonnes of carbon emission saving (vs.
2006)
• The greatest opportunities for further
carbon savings lie in increasing the recycling of aluminium and plastic packaging
The report is hugely detailed, but Valpak
have released an executive summary
which can be made available on request
from stephanie.haines@valpak.co.uk

W E VAL U E Y O U R I N P U T !
This Newsletter is a work in progress. Please share with us your comments and
suggestions to improve it continuously.
A story to share? Please send it to us and we will be happy to give it due consideration
for an upcoming issue of the newsletter. Contact us at quoden@t-online.de

