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Editorial
Dear all,
Welcome to the winter 2012 Environment
Action
edition of the PRO EUROPE Programme, the seventh, which
newsletter.
should guide EU environment
policy until 2020.
As always, this newsletter
provides you with a glimpse The pages to follow also
of recent PRO EUROPE provide interesting reading on
activities, this time a meeting national
news
and
between
representatives developments
from
the
from PRO EUROPE, Eco- members. This edition includes,
Emballages and Fost Plus among other things, stories on
with
the
Principal waste collection in urban areas
Administrator responsible for in Belgium, recycling of
waste in the Division for packaging waste in Israel and
Environment and Economic the
recent
seminar
on
Integration at the OECD in Extended
Producer
Paris.
Responsibility in Budapest.
It also includes EU policy
developments of relevance
to PRO EUROPE’s priorities,
including the Commission’s
Staff Working Paper on
Marine Litter and its recent
proposal
for
a
new

I hope that you will find the
content of interest, and would
also like to inform you that this
is the last edition of the PRO
EUROPE newsletter for the
time being.

This has been a busy autumn
for most of us, and I wish you
a relaxing Christmas holiday
and a Happy New Year!
Kind regards,

Joachim Quoden
Managing Director
PRO EUROPE
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I N FO CU S
PRO EUROPE Meets OECD Official for EPR Discussion
PRO EUROPE’s Joachim
Quoden, Fost Plus’ Johan
Goossens and EcoEmballages’ Pascal Gislais
travelled to Paris in late
October for a meeting at
the OECD. They met with the
Principal Administrator
responsible for waste in the
Division for Environment and
Economic Integration, Mr
Peter Börkey.
Börkey is leading the
OECD’s work on waste and
resource productivity, with a
strong focus on sustainable
materials management,
nanowaste and economic
instruments for waste
management.
The purpose of the meeting
was to discuss the work that

OECD Headquarters in Paris.
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the OECD is currently
carrying out on extended
producer responsibility (EPR).
The meeting also provided a
good opportunity for Mr
Quoden and Mr Goossens to
give Mr Börkey an update on
the work of PRO EUROPE
and remind him about PRO
EUROPE’s prior involvement
in the OECD’s work related
to EPR. Mention was also
made of the ongoing work
that the Commission is doing
in the field of EPR.
Both Mr Börkey and PRO
EUROPE, represented by its
President Luis Veiga Martins,
also took part in the ACR+’s
EPR Club launch this spring in
Brussels. ACR+ is the
Association of Cities and

Regions for Recycling and
Sustainable Resource
Management, based in
Brussels.
Mr Gislais is stepping down
from his position in EcoEmballages at the end of the
year. PRO EUROPE would
therefore like to extend many
thanks to him for his excellent
work and full commitment
throughout the years. We
wish him all the very best for
the future.
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EU PO LI CY DEV ELOPM EN TS
Commission Publishes Staff Working Paper on Marine
Litter
In mid - No ve mbe r, t he
Commission published a staff
working paper on marine
litter (available here). The
paper provides an overview
of EU legislation, policies and
strategies relevant to the
topic, together with an
indication of current and
future initiatives in the field.
Due to the complexity of the
issue, policies in many fields
are required, including water,
resource efficiency, waste,
marine and water protection.
Among the various sections of
the paper, one deals
particularly with waste
management, arguing that
marine litter is part of the
broader problem of waste
management. The Commission

notes that a large extent of
marine litter consists of plastic
and that “most plastics are
used for packaging: thus,
legislation in this area is
important.” They also outlined
that better implementation of
was t e le gis lat io n can
contribute to reducing the
marine litter problem.
Regarding the Packaging
and Packaging Waste
Directive, the paper notes
that “full implementation of
the Directive by the Member
States will play an important
role in closing loopholes in the
plastic packaging cycle, with
important attendant benefits
for the generation of marine
litter.”

The staff working paper
should also be seen as a
follow up to the commitment
made at the UN Rio+20
summit o n sust ainable
development, which took
place last summer. During the
summit, leaders from across
the globe committed to
achieving a significant
reduction in marine litter by
2025.
Early next year, the
Commission is expected to
publish the result of three
pilot projects (studies) on
marine litter, which PRO
EUROPE have provided input
to. A high level conference on
marine litter will also be
organised in Berlin on 10-12
April 2013.
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PACKAGING: THUS,
LEGISLATION IN THIS
A R E A

I S

IMPORTANT.”

New Environment Action Programme to Guide EU
Environment Work Until 2020 Proposed
On 29 November, the
Commission published its
proposal (available here) for
a 7th EU Environment Action
Programme (EAP). It takes the
form of a proposal for a
Decision by the Council and
EP, and is entitled “Living well,
within the limits of our planet”.
The current 6th EAP runs from
2002-2012 and the intention
is that the new programme
should now guide EU
environment policy until 2020.
The
Commission
is
acknowledging that major
environmental challenges

remain to be tackled, and
hopes that the EAP should
contribute to enhancing the
contribution of environment
policy “towards a resourceefficient, low-carbon economy
in which natural capital is
protected and enhanced, and
the health and well-being of
citizens is safeguarded”.

the EU towards a low-carbon
economy. Among other things,
it acknowledges that there is
still room for improving waste
management in the EU and
emphasises the importance of
turning waste into a resource,
phasing out landfill and
ensuring high quality
recycling.

The Commission has identified
nine priority areas under the
EAP. These include the
protection, preservation and
improvement in natural
resources in the EU and the
guarantee of the transition of

It outlines that implementation
of waste legislation is
required and also stresses the
need
for
better
implementation
of
environmental legislation in
general.
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THE

EAP

SHOULD

CONTRIBUTE

TO

ENHANCING

THE

CONTRIBUTION

OF

ENVIRONMENT
POLICY “TOWARDS
A

RESOURCE-

EFFICIENT,

LOW-

C A R B O N
E C O N O M Y ”
ACCORDING TO THE
E U R O P E A N
COMMISSION.
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P RO EURO PE M EMB ER S’ N EWS
Improving Quality of Waste Collection in Urban Areas
Sorting correctly remains a
challenge in large cities. A
specific example of a waste
problem which Fost Plus has to
cope with is the selective
collection of PMD (Plastic
bottles and flasks, Metal
packaging and Drinks cartons)
in urban environments. In the
past we have seen that not
only is the participation level
of the population low, but
also that the quality of the
selectively collected waste is
below average in large cities
such as Antwerp, Brussels and
Liège. Fost Plus has deployed
several
actions
in
collaboration with these cities

including a personal door-todoor approach of residents,
which combined sensitising
and enforcing actions. This
approach proved to be
successful in Brussels and
Liège where the PMD residue
dropped dramatically in the
past year.

clo se d -o ff 1.100 lit e r
containers with apertures
adapted to the shape and
dimensions of the PMD
packaging. The first results of
this alternative collecting
scheme look promising but
further analysis will have to
be done.

Other ongoing experiments
include, i.a., a communication
plan adapted to specific
target groups (seniors,
students, newcomers,…) and
the use of an alternative
collection system for multistorey buildings. The residents
have to dispose their PMD in

Whichever path is chosen,
improving the quality of the
collected material is a
continuous struggle but one
that pays off in the end.

Recycling of Packaging Waste in Israel
Israel has joined the global
ecological efforts and has
begun to recycle packaging
waste. Several municipalities
have already equipped some
households with the orangecolored bins for disposal of
packaging waste.
The new orange-colored bins
are intended for collection of
packaging waste only, such as
food, cleaning and toiletries
products.
The new bins join the existing
green bins for general
residual waste, and blue bins
for the disposal of waste for
paper and cardboard
packaging. Soon, designated
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collection containers for
collection of used glass
packaging, will be posted
along municipal sidewalks as
well.
Packaging waste accumulated
in the bins will be transferred
separately from other
household waste to a sorting
and separation facility and
from there to the recycling
plants.
The funding for the separation
and collection of municipal
packaging, as well as for the
sorting and recycling process,
is through TAMIR – the sole
packaging scheme which is
currently operated in Israel

under the Packaging law, and
has already signed
agreements with more than
500 manufacturers and
importers of packaged
products.
In the coming year, additional
families across the country are
expected to join this important
revolution by using the orange
bins which will transform the
nation’s waste into an
essential economic resource.
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Waste Free Oceans Initiative commences in Cyprus
The launch of Waste Free
Oceans Program in Cyprus
took place on October 9th
2012, on the initiative of the
Waste Free Oceans
Foundation (WFO), Green
Dot Cyprus and the Ministry
of Agriculture, Natural
Recourses
and
the
Environment of Cyprus. WFO
is supported by Ms Maria
Damanaki, the European
Commissioner for Maritime
Affairs and Fisheries.
The plastics converting and
recycling industry has
engaged WFO t o s t a r t
collecting floating marine

debris with the support of the
fishing community. The goal is
to bring all the collected
plastic material to the plastics
recycling industry so that it
can be used for producing
raw materials and final
products.
The event that took place in
Limassol, follows similar
events in other coastal
regions of the European
Union. During the event,
participants went onboard to
see a demonstration of the
marine debris collection by
Cypriot fishermen.

Green-Dot Cyprus are cleaning up the waters surrounding the island nation.
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The demonstration was
followed by an official
presentation of the initiative.
One of the speakers was
Member of the European
Parliament Ms Anna Rosbach,
the chairwoman of the
Foundation, who played an
instrumental role in
establishing the initiative.
During the presentation, Ms
Rosbach submitted an official
study for the Saida landfill in
Lebanon to the Minister of
Agriculture, Natural
Recourses
and
the
Environment, Mr. Sofocles
Aletraris.
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Have you ever Thought about how Much we can Recycle
in an Hour?
Sociedade Ponto Verde has
thought about the above
question. The new campaign
is telling people in Portugal
that their efforts have been
worth it, because what we
can recycle in an hour is
pretty impressive.
Did you know that enough
paper is recycled in just one
hour to wrap up the bridge
over the Tagus, along with
enough plastic to produce
7,500 t-shirts? Or that the

Sociedade Ponto Verde’s new advertising campaign.
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packaging recycled every
hour weighs the equivalent of
12 elephants?
The new spot entitled “Numa
Hora” ("In just an Hour") was
filmed in Lisbon and its stars
are children who give
examples of what happens in
an hour's work at SPV.
Around them, we see images
illustrating the numbers that
they give, as if we were
looking into their imagination.

This spot also tells us that one
and a half million items of
packaging with the green dot
symbol are sold in an hour in
Portugal.
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EPR Seminar in Budapest
Extended
producer
responsibility – already
weakened by the Hungarian
product charge legislation –
will be degraded as a simple
taxation question if the new
waste law is accepted by the
Hungarian Parliament –
professionals said at the
seminar ‘Extended Producer
Responsibility and Waste
Management legislation in
Hungary and Europe’.
Representatives of producers,
local authorities and public
service companies in the field
of waste management
agreed that the acceptance
of the new waste law can
induce serious problems in
the system of handling

household waste and puts the
Hungarian green industry at
a disadvantage at the
market.
Representatives of PRO
EUROPE
member
organisations participated in
the seminar organised by
Association of Cities with
County Rights, Hungarian
Association of Packaging and
Material Handling and ÖkoPannon Plc so that they could
learn about the Hungarian
legislation on waste
management.
Joachim Quoden, Managing
Director of PRO EUROPE,
emphasised in his speech that
every country has to choose

the proper recovery and
recycling system which can
fulfil its own goals in
accordance with the EU
legislation.
Nevertheless, the European
experiences show that the most
successful Member States
apply the economic instruments
together, especially landfill
taxes or ban, Pay As You
Throw for inhabitants and EPR
schemes for industry.
In spite of the professional and
compelling arguments, the new
waste law passed without any
substantial amendment on 26th
November.

PRO EUROPE‘s Managing Director Joachim Quoden speaking at the seminar in Budapest.
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IV Packaging Declaration Workshop
For the fourth consecutive
year, Ecoembes is holding
training information sessions
on Packaging Declaration to
licensees.
This year, as on previous
occasions, these workshops
feature the support of the
respective Chambers of
Commerce. The 14
workshops will be held in 12
different Spanish cities,
between November 2012
and January 2013, and are
being very well received, as
evidenced by the high
number of applications - 935

applications corresponding to
724 different companies.
These seminars are designed
to assist companies with
Ecoembes information, results,
legal doubts or Prevention
Plans, and also assist
companies with any problems
they might have with the
Packaging Declaration and
the use of the Ecosoft
software application, the
specific software for the
packaging declaration.
Through this initiative,
member companies will be

Speakers and attendees at an Ecoembes Workshop.
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informed on the features
incorporated in version 16.0.
Given their primarily handson approach, these
workshops are intended
mainly for those responsible
for filling out the packaging
declaration. In order to
improve results for future
editions, Ecoembes will value
results of satisfaction surveys,
which last year 2011 were
of 8.5 out of 10.
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New Service Line in Sekopak
More than 97 per cent of all
packaging is defined as socalle d “no n - hazardo us
packaging waste“, while
estimates suggest that up to
3 per cent of total
packaging waste is
considered contaminated
with residues of harmful
substances which presents a
significant problem in the
concept of proper
management of packaging
waste for every industry.
Recognising the needs of our
customers and the growing
interest of a growing number
of companies authorised to
manage this kind of
packaging waste, Sekopak
succeeded in organising and
testing in practice its own

new system for this type of
packaging waste, which has
upgraded our current system
with extra capacity.
This additional capacity as of
1 January 2013 will enable
Sekopak Clients through
SEKOPAK membership, and
thus the whole industry of
Serbia, to fully respond to
the "requests of their end
users (their customers) to
regularly take over the
primary packaging waste
that is not municipal waste",
while at the same time safely
achieve national goals set by
the State.
Sekopak Clients introduced
to the new service line and
new capacity will enjoy:
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maximum support in meeting
the demands of its customers
for taking over this type of
packaging, minimum
deviation from the usual
cooperation through
SEKOPAK system, maximising
environmental performance
in the most efficient manner
possible, that is through
minimiying costs for such
packaging
waste
management, protection
against double charging
scheme for packaging waste
already reported throgh
SEKOPAK system and safety
in terms of service quality
and traceability of needed
documentation in the process.
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The First Recycling Chair in France
Launched by Eco-Emballages
in partnership with the Ecole
Centrale de Lyon1 and the
EMYLON Business School2,
this Chair aims to: train future
engineers and management
professionals for careers in
the recycling and packaging
industries, gain knowledge
relating to the circular
economy and the economics
o f r e cy cling, support
research on the recyclability
of plastics and raise students’
awareness of the need for
sorting waste.

The first of its kind in France,
this Chair enables EcoEmballages to strengthen its
collaboration with higher
education institutions and
research establishments by
engaging in a policy of
expansion and innovation.
1. As part of the French
Groupe des Ecoles Centrales,
this top-ranking general
e ngineering schoo l is
recognised both in France
and internationally by a long
list of companies as well as

by prestigious universities
with which they offer dualdegree programmes.
2. A European institute of
higher education dedicated
to business and international
management with three
international accreditations:
AACSB (US), EQUIS (EU) and
AMBA (UK).

THETHE NO RTH AM ERI CAN CO RN ER
Draft Industry Stewardship Plans Now Submitted in British
Columbia
The British Columbia (BC)
Recycling Regulation is
unique to other Canadian
jurisdictions as it allows
producers the option of
choosing how they discharge,
either through an approved
plan or individually, their
packaging and printed
paper (PPP) end-of-life
management responsibilities.
Only two compliance schemes
have so far submitted
stewardship plans to date,
and these are one from Multi
-Material British Columbia
(MMBC) and the other from
the Brewers Distributors Ltd.
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In British Columbia, the
Environmental Management
Act (EMA) provides the
extended
producer
responsibility (EPR) legislative
framework. Under the EMA,
the BC Government has
designated PPP under the BC
Recycling Regulation (B.C.
Reg. 449/2004) as
“Schedule 5”, which comes
into effect in May 2014.
In November, MMBC
submitted a PPP stewardship
plan to the Ministry of
Environment BC. The draft
MMBC Program Plan aims to
reach the government

mandated 75 per cent
recovery target on all postconsumer PPP sold in BC
within a reasonable time.
This draft Plan addresses PPP
from residential and
municipal property only
(excluding industrial,
commercial or institutional
property).
Additionally, the draft Plan
proposes that MMBC will
outsource
producer
registration, reporting, fee
payments and invoicing to
h a r m o n is e w i t h o t h e r
Canadian stewardship
agencies.

