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PRO EUROPE welcomes the European Commission 
study on EU Member States waste management 

performances 
 

Brussels, 27 August 2012 – The study ‘Screening of Waste Management Performance of EU 

Member States’, carried out by BiPRO and recently published by the European Commission’s DG 

Environment provides a critical screening of the implementation of EU waste legislation across 

Europe, finding large differences between Member States (MS) as regards issues such as 

municipal waste treatment and compliance with EU waste legislation. PRO EUROPE welcomes 

that this study has been conducted and is pleased that best practices to improve waste 

management will be developed and spread across EU MS. 

 

The study ranks EU MS’ waste management performances and the Commission now intends to 

spread best practices to the countries identified as least well performing. PRO EUROPE 

appreciates the intention of the Commission to spread best practices and provide tailor-made 

recommendations on how to improve waste management. However, we would like to note that 

this exercise should focus on making the best possible use of the knowledge and experience of 

best performers, rather than pointing out the ‘best and worst in class’. PRO EUROPE Managing 

Director, Joachim Quoden, said: ‘Information exchange and technical assistance tools, such as 

TAIEX1, are also available for partner countries to help them apply and enforce EU legislation. At 

the same time, it would be beneficial to have tools in place to make sure that expert assistance is 

also available once countries have become EU members’.  

 

In its ranking of MS’ waste management performances, 18 criteria are used, including total 

waste recycled, pricing of waste disposal and infringements of European legislation. With over 

one and a half decade of experience in the field of waste collection and management and 35 

members in Europe and beyond, PRO EUROPE considers that certain findings are not in line with 

                                                           
1
 TAIEX is a Technical Assistance and Information Exchange instrument coordinated by the Commission’s 

Directorate-General Enlargement. It serves as a tool to support partner countries with regard to the 
approximation, application and enforcement of EU legislation. 
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our understanding of some national circumstances. These include the findings under the 

criterion assessing the level of decoupling of municipal waste generation from household final 

consumption expenditure, the amount of municipal waste recovered (energy recovery) as well 

as the existence of waste prevention programmes.  

 

Also relevant to note in the context of the study are the variety of ways in which MS can improve 

their environmental performance for municipal waste, without necessarily resorting to raising 

mandatory recycling quotas. The goal of enhanced municipal waste performance can also be 

pursued by the introduction of other measures, such as restricting / banning landfilling of 

untreated waste; introducing obligations to establish ‘Pay As You Throw’ or similar programs on a 

national and / or regional level and introducing mandatory charging for collection and treatment 

services of waste of municipal origin. In contrast to increased recycling rates where the consumer is 

not directly affected, measures such as the ones exemplified above are much more probable to 

provide incentives for individuals to contribute to improved waste management performance. In this 

context PRO EUROPE would also like to reiterate what was outlined by the Commission in relation to 

the study on the ‘Use of Economic Instruments and Waste Management Performances’ by BIO 

Intelligence Service, namely that a mix of economic instruments has shown to be the most effective 

tools when it comes to ‘shifting waste streams to more sustainable paths’.     

 

At European level, it is also key to enhance inspection / monitoring and law enforcement of waste 

related matters and for the Commission  to audit the reports sent by MS regarding waste treatment 

and shipments to ensure that they are accurate and in line with the rules and regulations in place. 

 

Several sources have been used in the analysis, among these the ‘[l]atest available statistical data 

[…] from the EUROSTAT database’. In this regard, PRO EUROPE would like to stress that accurate 

statistics are key when it comes to measuring MS’ compliance and comparing their waste 

management performance. Non representative and inaccurate information will result in a distorted 

view of the situation in MS, thereby risking erroneous policy making. Exercises on screening sound 

waste management and responsible recycling goes hand in hand with reliable waste statistics and 

PRO EUROPE calls on the Commission to take all necessary measures to ensure that statistics are fully 

accurate.  
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PRO EUROPE remains committed to a continued dialogue on how to achieve the best 

functioning, economically and environmentally efficient waste management solutions across 

Europe and to contribute to the sharing of expertise and best practices that can contribute to 

this. 

-End 
 

For further information, please contact: 

Joachim Quoden 

Managing Director 

PRO EUROPE S.p.r.l. 

T: +49 171 201 70 55 

E: info@pro-europe.info 

W: www.pro-europe.info 

 

About PRO EUROPE 

PRO EUROPE (PACKAGING RECOVERY ORGANISATION EUROPE), founded in 1995, is the umbrella 

organization for packaging and packaging waste recovery and recycling schemes which mainly 

use the "Green Dot" trademark as an identification symbol. In its primary role, PRO EUROPE is 

the general licensor of the "Green Dot" trademark. It also acts as the authoritative voice and 

common policy platform representing the interests of all packaging recovery and recycling 

organizations founded and run by or on behalf of obliged industry. 

 

 PRO EUROPE has 35 member organizations active in 35 countries in 2012 of which 27 use 

the Green Dot, financing and / or running the infrastructure for the collection, sorting 

and recycling of (mainly household) packaging waste 

 PRO EUROPE member organizations ensure access for over 400 million inhabitants to 

separate collection of used packaging 

 PRO EUROPE member organizations recover yearly about 33,300,000 tons of packaging 

 PRO EUROPE member organizations recycle yearly more than 3,300,000 tons of plastic 

packaging 

 PRO EUROPE member organizations run communication and education campaigns, 

support anti-litter campaigns and cleaning projects 
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